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Final Report
Ambassador Marco Vinicio Balarezo, National Coordinator for Peru for the Summits Process and Chair of the meeting, welcomed the National Coordinators for the Summits Process, the Deputy National Coordinators, the permanent representatives to the Organization of American States (OAS), the delegates representing the States participating in the Summits Process, and the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG).
1. Welcoming remarks by Ambassador Marco Vinicio Balarezo, National Coordinator for Peru for the Summits Process
Ambassador Marco Vinicio Balarezo’s remarks were published as document GRIC/O.5/INF.7/18.
In his welcoming remarks, Ambassador Balarezo, addressing the delegates and representatives of the JSWG for the first time as National Coordinator for Peru for Summits Process, noted that the meeting's key theme was consideration of the document on the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment:  “Democratic Governance against Corruption,” distributed by the Summits Secretariat on August 29 last as document GRIC/O.5/doc.39/18.
In his intervention, he referred to the three annexes to the document on the Mechanism as important parts thereof, in that they established a frame of reference and would also assist in avoiding duplication of effort. He also informed the delegations that development of the Mechanism’s online platform remained at an initial stage and that the final content would have to be approved by the States at the next meeting of the SIRG, to be held in November 2018. 
2. Remarks by the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, to be delivered by the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Nestor Mendez
The remarks made by OAS Assistant Secretary General Nestor Mendez were published as document GRIC/O.5/INF.8/18.
The Assistant Secretary General recognized Peru’s leadership in the Summits Process. He noted that the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment now being developed would be an important instrument. He indicated that that Mechanism included a work plan, the implementation of which would begin under the chairmanship of Peru and would continue until the next Summit of the Americas.
Ambassador Mendez also said that the intent of the OAS, as Chair of the JSWG, was to strengthen that group to ensure alignment, coordination, and cooperation among the institutions comprising it and to avoid duplication of effort. In concluding, the Assistant Secretary recognized the important role and work of the Summits Secretariat and Secretariat for Hemispheric Affairs in the Summits Process, which, in close cooperation with the Government of Peru, were helping to further all these efforts. 
3. Presentation by the Chair of the SIRG of the proposed Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment “Democratic Governance to Combat Corruption”
The Chair of the SIRG, Ambassador Balarezo, noted the process being conducted by the Government of Peru to develop the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment. He referred to the Mechanism's three phases. The first phase would be devoted to recording progress in combating corruption by the SIRG member states and institutions, using a virtual platform. He stated that in this phase, the indicators proposed by Peru would be used as reference to study progress made by each SIRG member state and institution. 
He noted that the Summits Secretariat would have responsibility for the Mechanisms’ second phase, which would focus on consolidating a database of best practices and regional capabilities to prevent and combat corruption. The best practices database would be compiled based on a form adopted by the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) to avoid duplication of initiatives and create synergies among the actors of the Lima Commitment. 
The Summits Secretariat would also have responsibility for the mechanism's third phase, which would promote the implementation of initiatives for cooperation to prevent and combat corruption. This would be done through technical meetings, round table discussions, videoconferences, and good offices, among other things. These cooperation initiatives would be implemented among states and between states and institutions of the SIRG. As established in paragraph 52 of the Lima Commitment, the JSWG would assist states with resources and technical capacity-building to support the implementation of the mandates. 
The National Coordinator for Peru reported that the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation would be public and that it would be possible to access and consult without restriction the information it contained. To the extent possible, each participating State would be able to include participation by civil society, youth, indigenous peoples, and the private sector in the registry of its progress with implementation of the Lima Commitment mandates. He also noted that the registry of progress, to be implemented via the Mechanism’s online platform, included seven (7) questions, to be incorporated with each indicator and each mandate. The questions, he emphasized, were not the innovation of the Chair of the SIRG; rather, they were being addressed in the framework of the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC).  The purpose of the questions was to contribute information for the best practices database and to encourage the SIRG member states and institutions to share their anticorruption initiatives. 
After concluding the presentation on the Follow-up and Implementation platform, Ambassador Balarezo opened the meeting to comments by delegations that wished to take the floor.
Comments by delegations
The participating delegations thanked the Chair of the SIRG and the Summits Secretariat for the efforts they were making regarding the document presented on the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment and the annexes thereto.
With regard to that Mechanism, the delegations focused on its role vis-à-vis the work being done by the MESICIC. They indicated that the Lima Commitment was very closely related to the MESICIC and that at the OAS, intensive work was being done within that Mechanism on the issue of corruption. Therefore, they reiterated the importance of maintaining close coordination with the Technical Secretariat of the MESICIC. The delegations underscored the importance of generating synergies and avoiding duplication of effort between the Mechanism proposed by the Chair, the MESICIC, and the UNCAC mechanism.
Many delegations indicated their agreement with the schedule proposed in the Mechanism document. Regarding the indicators distributed, they indicated that they considered them a highly useful tool that would assist the compilation of information.  They asked whether the indicators would be identical for all countries and whether the intent was to compare results. Delegations emphasized that they would like greater detail regarding the role of the parties involved in the Mechanism’s three phases. They underscored the great support for the Joint Working Group and that they expected to work with its member organizations to implement new reforms. The delegates indicated that it would be important and beneficial more often to hold in the SIRG framework meetings with participation by the JSWG bodies, which had been included for this meeting. 
Some delegations also emphasized the need for a forum within the SIRG so that representatives of civil society and other social actors, including indigenous groups and women’s organizations, could contribute at the Lima Commitment follow-up phase. They considered that an opportunity should also be created for private sector representatives to comment on best practices of transparency that they were implementing.
In their remarks, some delegations also requested further information on the role of the Coordinator and Deputy Coordinator who would be responsible for supplying information to the online platform.  They also requested further information on what would be deemed a best practice and how they would be identified.
States thanked the Chair for reflecting in this document the concerns they had expressed regarding the earlier version of this follow-up mechanism. They also indicated that it was of utmost importance to support the Summits Secretariat so that it had all resources needed for the Lima Commitment implementation phase. 
The delegation of United States indicated that country’s commitment to following Peru’s lead when its government hosted the next Summit of the Americas, and reported that it had recently sent a diplomatic note to the Chair of the Summits Process containing the formal offer of its government to host the 2021 Summit of the Americas. 
The delegation of Nicaragua thanked the Chair for the presentation on the Mechanism and noted the presence of the JSWG delegations. As it had stated at the Eighth Summits of the Americas, that delegation reiterated that it was unable to approve the Lima Commitment or any other document related to it because it had not participated in their negotiation. It requested to maintain its footnote entering its reservation regarding these proceedings.  It also requested that its position be reflected in the minutes of the Fifth Regular Meeting of the SIRG of 2018.
Following the interventions by delegations, the Chair of the SIRG proceeded to address the questions and concerns they had expressed.
Regarding the persons designated by the States as focal points for the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment, the Chair indicated that the countries would determine the role of the focal points.  Regarding participation by civil society and other social actors, he referred to the event “Summits 101:  Lima Commitment,” information session with civil society organizations and social actors, for which the Summits Secretariat was making preparations together with the Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States, to be held from September 10 to 13, to inform that sector of the results of the Eighth Summit and afford them an opportunity to share information on their efforts or initiatives in follow-up of the Lima Commitment.
The Chair of the SIRG also reiterated that the intent of the Mechanism was not to duplicate MESICIC efforts, but rather to work with the available tools.  He noted that definition of best practices to be used would be that established by the MESICIC. Regarding the indicators that would be used to record progress with implementation of the Lima Commitment, he emphasized that the intent was not to rank or make comparisons among countries, and that standard indicators would be used for all countries.
The Chair of the SIRG expressed appreciation for the input of all delegations for the development of the Mechanism document and welcomed the reiterated offer by the delegation of United States regarding the hosting of the Ninth Summit of the Americas.
4. Offers by the JSWG institutions for implementation of the Lima Commitment
The Chair of the SIRG offered the floor to each of the four included JSWG organizations for them possibly to offer institutional support for State efforts to implement the Lima Commitment. Presentations were given by the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), and the International Labour Organization (ILO). Noted below are points made by these organizations.
a. Presentation by Mr. Víctor Rico, Secretary-General, Development Bank of Latin America (CAF)
The remarks by Mr. Víctor Rico, Secretary-General, Development Bank of Latin America (CAF), were published as document GRIC/O.5/INF.9/18.
In his presentation, the Secretary-General of CAF noted that it had provided nonreimbursable technical cooperation resources to support Summits Secretariat efforts to help lay the groundwork for strengthening the JSWG. He also indicated that public and private investment in infrastructure projects was essential for the economic and productive development of the Latin American and Caribbean countries. 
b. Presentation by Mr. Fabrizio Opertti, Chief of the Trade and Investment Unit, and Roberto de Michele, Principal Specialist, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
The remarks by Messrs. Fabrizio Opertti, Chief of the Trade and Investment Unit, and Roberto de Michele, Principal Specialist, Inter-American Development Bank, were published as document GRIC/O.5/INF.11/18.
In his remarks, Mr. Fabrizio Opertti expressed appreciation for the inclusion of the Americas Business Dialogue as one of the events of the Eighth Summit. He reported the recommendations of the private sector on combating corruption that had arisen from that event and the focus of those recommendations in the private area.
For his part, Mr. Roberto de Michele noted the importance of the public sector working jointly with the private to combat corruption. He indicated that through its initiatives, the IDB sought to promote in the States the adoption of best policies on transparency, as well as their lawful action.
c. Presentation by Mr. Daniel Perroti, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
The remarks made by Mr. Daniel Perroti, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, were published as document GRIC/O.5/INF.6/18.
In his presentation, Mr. Daniel Perroti noted that ECLAC provided technical support, which could contribute to the implementation of mandates related to open government/e-government and gender equality. He also noted that ECLAC had focused on training, research, and seminars and workshops on these topics.
d. Presentation by Mr. José Manuel Salazar Xirinachs, Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean, International Labour Organization (ILO)
The remarks given by Mr. José Manuel Salazar Xirinachs, Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean, International Labour Organization, were published as document GRIC/O.5/INF.10/18.
Mr. José Manuel Salazar Xirinachs noted that the ILO mandates and the Lima Commitment were inextricably linked. He also noted that those links focused on human rights, gender equality, open government, and independence of the judiciary. He also emphasized that the ILO continued to work on initiatives focusing on mandates arising from the Seventh Summits of the Americas, in Panama (2015).
Following the interventions by the JSWG, different delegations expressed their appreciation for the presentations given and for the support that the JSWG member organizations had provided during the Summits Process.  
Subsequently, the Chair of the SIRG gave the floor to Ambassador James Lambert, Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs, who thanked the JSWG organizations for the work they were doing in conjunction with the Summits Secretariat and the Chair of Peru, and for reaffirming their commitment, which would be reflected in a memorandum of understanding to be signed on September 4, in the afternoon.
There being no further comments by delegations, the Chair of the SIRG thanked them and the organizations of the JSWG for their participation, to which he reiterated his appreciation.  
At 12:30 p.m., on September 4, he declared the meeting closed.
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